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INtro “Leaning to Listen”
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4c#3 c)x 3c)»C é + G . The Big Idea | want to focus on in this pas-

sage in Hearing God’s Word. In the story Jesus explains four reasons we don’t
hear God and four things it takes to hear God.
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BC é*)»1 3c)x _ P+ G . He tells the story of a farmer who goes out to

sow seed and He says it scatters over four different kinds of soil. Fortunately,
after He tells the story, the disciples asked Him what it meant and He explains the
story. He said, "In this story, God is the farmer and the seed is the Word of God
(what God wants to say to you), the soil is your mind."
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There are four different kinds of soil and four different kinds of attitudes | can
have toward God and His Word.
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Four things you to do in order to hear God speak to you.
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Cultivate An Open And Receptive Heart v4 & v 15
2. »0;371 #“ x+ ?2g8 y +G Take Time To Listen v5 & v 16
3. AYGS§ «0)i+G Get Rid Of Distractions v7 & v 18
4. »0;;e _C 3c3 “é+G

Follow through with what God says v 8 & v 20
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Cultivate An Open and Receptive Heart
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§ - 8C)»i /GG )i+G . Iflwanttohear God speak | have to be open to the

possibility that He wants to talk to me. Many people never hear God speak because they're
closed to the possibility that God wants to speak to them. They've hardened their hearts
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Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear
it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.”
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Jesus says the hardened path represents the closed mind.
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What are some things that cause us to close our minds?
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The tragedy of a hardened heart and a closed mind is that it is barren. You throw the seed on
the ground, the birds come along and they eat it up.
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Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the Word
planted in you, which can save you.”
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TAKE TIME TO LISTEN:
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because we are in too much of a hurry. We have to slow down and take time to listen.
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places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shal-
low. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because
they had no root.”
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seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they
have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, they quickly fall away.”
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This rocky soil represents the superficial mind. It says they last only a short time. There is
no depth. A lot of people start off great in the Christian life but there’s no depth to their com-
mitment. As a result when problems come, they dry up and blow away. They're shallow,
superficial believers— They have no root.
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roots? By taking the time to get in contact with God on a daily basis. Reading His-Word
meditating upon what He says.
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The life of a faithful person is described in Ps 1
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his delight is in the law of the LORD and on his law he meditates day and night. He is
like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf
does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.”
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+ G. That's the description of someone who has roots.
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GET RID OF THE DISTRACTIONS:
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Often we miss God’s voice because our minds are filled with everything else.

X V7. %0@#D0"i t3 #1207 '(# D0 D #40$A # t3g4" # 4€) % #
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hear the word; but he worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the
desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.”
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preoccupied mind. These are things that crowd in and choke out what God started.
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Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, meekness and self control.”
This is the character of Christ and God wants to build this kind of fruit in your life.
But often weeds get in the waywhat are the weds?
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DECIDE IN ADVANCE TO DO WHATEVER GOD SAYS
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came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred
times.”
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word, accept it, and produce a crethirty, sixty or even a hundred times what
was sown.”
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4. @ #40 D #\7 ' $ABo not merely listen to the word, and so deceive your-
selves, Do what it says!”



~

»a; JE;)»+ » _+ 107 00+ Ge+G

xef i)»0, D» g%eé+G )»0;_)E; )»+ 298 0» G
B» » #cg 03 y=Gx ,)»0;;f 0¢ - @ dxC 0»
?29G8§ d-+ _dY¢ @ dY¢ y§8 { 6'A'E _P+G

The result of spending time with God is increased productivity. It's a Kingdom
Principle. If I put God into my schedule on a daily bassemehow He allows

me to be more productive and to effectively and productively use the remaining
time | have.
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percent of my money back to God somehow He makes the other 90% go further
than if I had 100% that’s a Kingdom principle.
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even says test me in this
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Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almight, “ and see if | will not throw open

the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have
room enough for it.”
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the only time in the Bible that God says ‘test me’.. It is a kingdom principle.
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hear the word, accept it, and produce a ertiprty, sixty or even a hundred
times what was sown.”



