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ß���O�÷�� •�ô��             Jesus, Hope of the Nations  
*»�d�_���“�'��   Welcome & Prayer:   Pastor Sam 

�x�� �#�Ï!o�§���g)¿���“�' -  Missionaries Bill & Linda Mercer in Maputo,  

   Mozambique.   

�x�� �Ð�c
ß���g)¿���“�' -  :  Pastor Guy Gosselin and our partner church in  

   Ste. Julie, Quebec  

�x�� �#�P#G���+'S
ß���g)¿���“�'  -Salvation Army Centre of Hope   

� �“�£�� •�ô��        Jesus Messiah  

Reign In Us 

What the Lord Has Done in Me 

We Are a Moment 

Majesty  

�³*ï���ï�@�_��*/�k          Pastor Jer 

"¿�³�»���?�g��           Koinonia (�à��10�ç ) 

"\�� ���è �¤���H �”�P�X ���¨�U+ ���I �� ���� free $¨+��@ ���à�¹ +-�Œ�.̈ 

�3�c�§���g)¿�� •�ô               It is Well with My Soul   

Message:   �+�c�X�¯�� 4:1-9      Pastor Rick  
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���K�»�� •�ô              

'o���»���·�›�#           Pastor Rick 



�é �i �����= ���u�Ú���e '¥   

Intro   “Leaning to Listen”  
 
 �‡�û���3�c�§��&�)×��)Ë�;���@�d)×���W�C�ó��)»�÷���3�c�»���÷�#�÷��)»�û�;

�»���3�c�§��	F�÷���æ�3���c)¿���æ�è�+�G. �‡�û�»���3�c�3�•���k�{�;�£���¿�������c��

)»�û�;�»���3�c�§��	F�#����)»�÷�#���[���C���3�c��	F�÷�����§���g)×���G ÿ)×�ß��)Ã��

4�c�#�3���c)×���3�c)»�C���ë���+�G . The Big Idea I want to focus on in this pas-

sage in Hearing God’s Word. In the story Jesus explains four reasons we don’t 
hear God and four things it takes to hear God. 

�k�{�;�£���‹�/���÷���ó�»���§�ƒ
ß��	?�?�×�•���•�d�“���G
Û��	¨�3��
����#�÷���‹

�º	G�¿���×�ß�“
ß���g�•)»�C���ë���+�G . �k�{�;�»���§�ƒ�c���À�û�ó���•�ó	G�×��

�—�����»�[�Û�#���ž�ï���{�C , �G)ì+ë�'���k�{�;�£���§�ƒ�3���c)×���Ï!��d�Ÿ�¿  

“ )»�û�;�§���‹�/���÷���ð�ã�¿ , �/�‡�#�÷���‹�÷��)»�û�;�»���3�c���ì , ‘ )»�û�;�;

�•�������3�ï���3�c)»�C�ó��)»�?�÷���3�c ’�Ÿ�¿, �[���C��+¼�£�������»���+�¯ ” �×

�ß�C �è*¸)»�ï���3�c)×���_�P�+�G . He tells the story of a farmer who goes out to 

sow seed and He says it scatters over four different kinds of soil.  Fortunately, 
after He tells the story, the disciples asked Him what it meant and He explains the 
story.  He said, "In this story, God is the farmer and the seed is the Word of God 
(what God wants to say to you), the soil is your mind." 

�‹�/���÷���§�ƒ
ß��&�)×���k�{�;�;�ƒ��)»�û�;�_���[�ç�»���3�c�§��*�)×�������c��

�y�§���{���ë�÷�� 4�c�#��%?�'
ß��4�c�#��	¨�»���$%?
ß���¯�����3�c)»�C���'�P�+�G .  

There are four different kinds of soil and four different kinds of attitudes I can 
have toward God and His Word.   

)»�û�;�;�•�������3�ï��)»�?�÷���3�c�§��	F�“���g)×��)×�ß��)Ã�� 4�c�#���æ;  

   Four things you to do in order to hear God speak to you. 

1. �W�����+�¯���[���C���{���d�Û��%?�'
ß���'�ß)Ì�+�G    

    Cultivate An Open And Receptive Heart  v 4 & v 15 

2. )»�û�;�3�ï���#�“���×�÷���?�g�§���y���+�G Take Time To Listen  v5 & v 16 

3.  ���Ã�Ÿ	G�§���•�Ó)Ì�+�G    Get Rid Of Distractions  v 7 & v 18 

4.  )»�û�;�;�•���_�C���3�c�3��	“
è�+�G��      

          Follow through with what God says  v 8 & v 20 



Point 1 �W�����+�¯���[���C���{���d�Û��%?�'
ß���'�ß)Ì�+�G    

    Cultivate An Open  and Receptive Heart 

)»�û�;�;�•��)»�?�÷���3�c�§��	F�›���3)¿�G�×�������÷���[�ç�;�•�������3�ï���3�c)»

�?�›���3)»�C�G�÷���[�����G�§����*+)»�ï���~�§	G�O�ß��)Ì�+�G . �1�£���×	G�×���[��

�c���”�3���c)×���ã�x)»�“�3��)»�û�;�»���3�c�§��	F�#����)Ì�+�G . �ó�C	G�»���+�¯

�§���·�����§�C)»�ï���/	G�G��)Ì�+�G . If I want to hear God speak I have to be open to the 

possibility that He wants to talk to me. Many people never hear God speak because they’re 
closed to the possibility that God wants to speak to them.  They’ve hardened their hearts 

�x�� Mark 4: 4  

“  -�&ø0X�# ˜%0�Ø�#�|�#�D3��#"ì2ø7�'(�#.�"(4¸�#3„.`�#'}2ø�#)È%|�$-  As 

he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.” 

�3�c�»���»�[�� The meaning 

�x�� v. 15 “'�2D4¸�#�|�#�D3��#-�&ð4$ (�Ø�#�Ç4„�#4¸"(4¸ ��#�+�#'�2D4ˆ�#"(3�4ˆ�#

"•3��#-ð ,4¸�#6Í0 �#3„.`�#5DD°3��Ð�#-�&ð3ø�#'�2D4ˆ�#+À2›�Ø�#�Ç4¸3Ø 
Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear 
it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.” 

�k�{�;�ƒ���›���c�÷���J���N*c�ç�����+�¯�§���»�[)¿�G�C���3�c)»�Ë���+�G   

   Jesus says the hardened path represents the closed mind. 

�����»���+�¯�§���N*c�ç���“��)»�÷��
s���G
Û���÷�Û�×���—�*�×���ë�§�¯ ?  
   What are some things that cause us to close our minds? 

�x�� �³�‡�# Fear – �—�����3�c�§���_�G�#�3���c)¿���³�‡�# ! afraid of what God might say 

�x�� �³�/)Ë�� Pride – ���ó��)»�û�;�»���'�#�×���[�G�#��)§�÷"»���­�§ ! I don’t need God 

�x�� �,�ï�d��%?�' Bitterness – �Û�@�£��+û	G�C���C&����O�����Ó�ß!! Life is tough and we 

all go through pains. 

 
�§�C)»�C���N+ï���+�¯�»���'�x)¿���§�\�£���[�æ�×���ë���#�¿���#*c���ç�����G�÷���æ !  

The tragedy of a hardened heart and a closed mind is that it is barren. You throw the seed on 
the ground, the birds come along and they eat it up. 

�x�� James 1:21 “�<%0)�% �#'ì"$�# ˜%03ø�#�Ç�@�#�\;œ�Ø�#2‰4ˆ�#�ø2ø�#)È&ð�$�#

�éDÌ�#�LD°�#3EC€4ˆ�#�°4�B¤)X�#'�4•3��#00�x�#!�&À�#3l4dB¬4€% �#)_4€$À 
Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the Word 
planted in you, which can save you.” 



 Point 2 )»�û�;�;���#���“���×�÷���?�g�§���y���+�G  

      TAKE TIME TO LISTEN:  

�è�è�������÷���k�—���w�»�ï���@*¿)»�“�3��)»�û�;�»���¯�”�§��	F�#����)Ì�+�G . �O�ƒ


ß���y�C��	F�“���g)×���?�g�§���y�÷���æ�×��)§�÷)Ì�+�G��Often we don’t hear God speak 

because we are in too much of a hurry. We have to slow down and take time to listen. 

�x�� Vs.5 “ ˜%0�Ø�#D•4¸�#2Ë4„�#!�)q3��#"ì2ø7�'(�#D•4¸�#�Ž7��#2ˆ �Bœ)�% �#�+�#0=4¸�#

�Ü3h�ÜB¸�D�#!�4„�#D�3��#>�5|.`�#-�&ð�D�#3
4€)�% �#'�$Ô�$�#�#Some fell on rocky 

places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shal-
low. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root.” 

�3�c�»���»�[�� The meaning 

�x�� Vs. 16 “#T�#4¸3„�#�]4¸�#!�)q3��#-�&ð4$ (�Ø�#�Ç4„�#4¸"(4¸ ��#�+�#'�2D4ˆ�#"(4ˆ�#

"•3��#6Í0 �#�t-¬4€% �#)_4€�Ü�#�<�#.Ñ3��#-�&ð�D�#3
2ø�#4ä�H�#�ð"X (�D�#'�2D4ˆ�#

4¼Bœ30�#Cœ�à4¸�Ü�#B‘)Y4¸�#4À2ø�Ü�Ø�#"•3��Ø�#�+�#�\2ø7��Ø�#4Ô3Ø�#Others, like 

seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  But since they 
have no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, they quickly fall away.” 

 
�/�•�£��)Ÿ�$�d�×�C��(¿�×�d�Û���+�¯�§���»�[)Ì�+�G .  

���³���<�«�/���#%T)»�C , �­�×�'���)���+�G . �1�£���×	G�×���b�¯���@*¿�»���?�ô�§��

*·�‡)»�ï��)»�÷���{�×���[	G�»��*/�C�3���­�¯�×���)�“�3�����‡�#�×���H"Ã��	¯ , �#!3��

�ç���C����	C���æ�§�����‡���ç���÷��� ����*+�G)Ì�+�G . �[	G�£���ø�C���Ú�/���ë�#
×

)¿���C�ó �ì , �/���c���)�÷���×	G�è�+�G .  

This rocky soil represents the superficial mind.   It says they last only a short time.  There is 
no depth.  A lot of people start off great in the Christian life but there’s no depth to their com-
mitment. As a result when problems come, they dry up and blow away.  They’re shallow, 
superficial believers.  – They have no root. 

 
�[�j�G�×����
��ï���/��
ß���������{���ë�§�¯ ?  

�G�ß���G�ß�»�������ð�3�•��)»�û�;�_�»���t!l�§��&�)×���c��)Ì�+�G . �[�ç�»���3�c�§��

�à�C���[�ç�;�•��)»�C���3�c�3���c)¿���˜�$�§��&�)×���c��)Ì�+�G . How do you get 

roots?  By taking the time to get in contact with God on a daily basis. Reading His Word – 
meditating upon what He says. 



�?(��� 1(��£���C�G)¿���×�»�����3���c)×���•�ƒ)»�C���ë���+�G     

    The life of a faithful person is described in Ps 1 

�x�� 3h7��#30C|3„4œ�#4l)Ù4ˆ�#6Ô�´4�Bœ30�#�<�#4l)Ù4ˆ�#6@2À% �#(y.�Bœ�Ø�#

4Ô%  (�# 5D�Ø�#0 ���D3��#004„�#�Ü(x�D�#0 5L4ˆ�#5Ë2ˆ�#�@0(4ˆ�#'>4€'´�#

�<�#4Ò-ð���D�#'�&¸7��#2ˆ �B¬�#�]4€ ��#�<�#BÍ-ð�D�# (�#CY>ùBœ&ð%  ( 
his delight is in the law of the LORD and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is 
like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.” 

 
�?(��� 1(��£���w�¿��)»�û�;�»���3�c�g�3���/�����������d*Ÿ�3���c)¿���{���Û���æ�è

�+�G.     That’s the description of someone who has roots.  

 

Point 3 ���Ã�Ÿ	G�§���•�Ó)Ì�+�G       

    GET RID OF THE DISTRACTIONS:  

)»�û�;�»���3�c�§��	F�›���3)¿�G�× , �����÷���Ó��)Ë���c���Ó���Ó)Ã��)§�÷�c���ë��

�+�G. �����»���+�¯�×�����G)¿����	C���æ�Ÿ�¿���c	@�� ‹�ë�“�3�������÷��)»�û�;�»��

�¯�”�§��	F�#����)»�G��)Ì�+�G���� If we want to hear God speak we have to get quiet. 

Often we miss God’s voice because our minds are filled with everything else. 

�x�� V 7.  ˜%0�Ø�#�D0 "ì�t3��#"ì2ø7�'(�#�D0 �D�#4Ô$À�#�t3ø4ˆ�#'
4€)�% �#

�ô0(;œ�#'ÿBœ3D�$�#Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 

the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 

�3�c�»���»�[�� The meaning 

�x�� v. 18 “#T�#2ø"è4¸�Ø�#�D0 "ì�t3��#-�&ð3ô�Ø�#4Ô ��#4¸"(4„�#'�2D4ˆ�#"'

!\�#.|.�4œ�#3@%h3„�#4ð&ð4œ�#4dC}�@�#�t>��#3Ù004¸�#"(2ø3„�#'�2D4ˆ�#'


2ˆ�#�ô0(;œ�#'ÿBœ�Ð�#!\�Ø�#4Ô3Ø�#Still others, like seed sown among thorns, 

hear the word; but he worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the 
desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.” 

 
�c�?
��“���•�£���—���c�3���x�C�×��'w�����+�¯�§���»�[)Ì�+�G .  

�×�O)¿���æ	G�£��)»�û�;�;�•�������«�3�•���?�ô)»�C���ß	G�3���ß��	G�C���ß�»���'

)ì�§���c�#)»�÷���æ	G�è�+�G.   The third kind of soil with weeds represents the 

preoccupied mind.  These are things that crowd in and choke out what God started.    



)»�û�;�;�ƒ�������¿���”�œ�»���W�G
ß�������������ð�3�•���]�“
ß���3)»�P�+�G .  

(�k�ß	w���•�� 5�� ) �×�O)¿���W�G�÷���[�����'�£��)»�û�;�;�•�������»���”(ë�Ÿ�¿��

���»���W�G�¿���]�“
ß���3)»�?�÷���æ�è�+�G. )»�#�/���è�è�������÷���y�c�#����!k�£��

�c�?�3���,%��÷�������»�������§���•��)Ì�+�G . �_�S�������»���”���§���c�#)»�÷����

!k�£���c�?�÷���—�*�ß�¯ ? God wants you to bear fruit (Galatians 5 – the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, meekness and self control.”   
This is the character of Christ and God wants to build this kind of fruit in your life.  
But often weeds get in the way – what are the weds? 

�x�� ���»���_�O���Ô�x	G��Life’s worries 

�x�� �Û�@�»���ã�÷)Ë��Life’s riches  

�x�� ���»���ó�Ó�#��Life’s pleasures 

 
)»�û�;�_��)Ë�;��)»�÷���û�»���?�g�§���ß�º�§���c�÷���[����	C���æ�×�������3�ï���d�d��

��!k�×�C���c�?�Û���æ�è�+�G. A weed is anything that I let rob my time with God. 

 

Point 4 )»�û�;�;�•��)»�C���3�c�3���•�è)»�Ó���û�§�t�+�G   

  DECIDE IN ADVANCE TO DO WHATEVER GOD SAYS  

�x�� v. 8  ˜%0�Ø�#5Ï4„�#"‰3��#"ì2ø7�'(�#4Ô$À�#(x.uBœ30�#�ô0(Bœ3D4€ ��#.�01)t3„�#

4e01)t3„�#)u)t�D�#!\3��Ô �$À�#Bœ0 �$�#Still other seed fell on good soil. It 

came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times.” 

�3�c�»���»�[�� The meaning 

�x�� v. 20 “5Ï4„�#"‰3��#-�&ð4$ (�Ø�#�Ç4„�#�+�#'�2D4ˆ�#"'�$�#)_2ˆ�#.�01)t3„�#4e01)t

3„�#)u)t4œ�#�ô0(4ˆ�#Bœ�Ø�#4Ô �$À�#Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 

word, accept it, and produce a crop – thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what 
was sown.” 

�x�� James 1:22 “�LD°�Ø�#!�&À�#BÍBœ�Ø�#4Ô�D�#!\�$�#"'�t'��#Bœ30�#4Ô0$4ˆ�#.Ñ

4¸�Ø�#4Ô�D�#!\7�'�$À�#Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive your-

selves, Do what it says!” 



)»�û�;�_��)Ë�;��)»�÷�����»�����_�÷���'!��û�ï���û���û�÷�����G�è�+�G .  

�×�æ�£���ì��)»�û�;���¸�Ð�»���ø"¼�è�+�G. )»�û�;�_��)Ë�;��)»�÷���?�g�§���û�»���G

�ß�»�����»����#c�g���ð�3���y�÷�G�× , )»�û�;�;�ƒ���û�¿���·�����@���d�×�C���û�»��

�?�g	G�§���ã�·��+��_�d�Ÿ�¿���@���d�Ÿ�¿���y�§���{���ë�'�À���'�£���_�P�+�G . 

The result of spending time with God is increased productivity. It’s a Kingdom 
Principle.  If I put God into my schedule on a daily basis – somehow He allows 
me to be more productive and to effectively and productively use the remaining 
time I have. 

 

�+"»�������c�� 10'ß�Ÿ'��»���{�è�§��)»�û�;�;��	?����	¯ , )»�û�;�;�•�� 90'ß�Ÿ'�

�»���æ�Ÿ�¿�����c���3�û���c�¯�»��100'ß�Ÿ'��»���æ���W�G���·���1�£���æ�§�����ï��)»

�?�÷���æ�� û�_, �×���æ�×���w�¿��)»�û�;�»���3"¼�Û���æ�è�+�G. When I give 10 

percent of my money back to God somehow He makes the other 90% go further 
than if I had 100% - that’s a Kingdom principle. 

 

)»�û�;�;�ƒ���O�#�����×���3���¿��)»�û�;�§���?*;)×���W�ß�C��)»�Ë���+�G . God 

even says test me in this –  

�x�� Malachi 3:10 “'��´4œ�#30C|3„�D�#4¸&¸�¼$À�#�LD°4œ�#3l5HB �#014À5´&À�#9•�$

3��#"(30�#�Ü4œ�#7�3��#2Õ0!4¸�#4Ì�Ð�#Bœ�$�#�<�Ç4€% �#�Ü&À�#0 C�Bœ30�#�ø�D�#Bœ

�Ü�#(|4ˆ�#38�$�#�LD°3��Ð�#*94ˆ�#0W4ˆ�#�74¸�#3
!�%¡�#*×7��#2ˆ �Bœ�Ü�#*8$À 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almight, “ and see if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it.” 

 
�”� ���ð�3�•��)»�û�;�;�•�� “ �û
ß���?*;)×���W�ß” �ß�C��)»�C���æ�£���3�ß�“��3����

10�3�•��)¿�ë���ë�+���+�G .—�×�æ�×���w�¿��)»�û�;�»���3"¼�Û���æ�è�+�G. This is 

the only time in the Bible that God says ‘test me’..  It is a kingdom principle. 

�x�� “5Ï4„�#"‰3��#-�&ð4$ (�Ø�#�Ç4„�#�+�#'�2D4ˆ�#"'�$�#)_2ˆ�#.�01)t3„�#4e01

)t3„�#)u)t4œ�#�ô0(4ˆ�#Bœ�Ø�#4Ô �$À�#Other’s like seed sown on good soil, 

hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – thirty, sixty or even a hundred 
times what was sown.”  


